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HOW I CAME TO #DH 

It’s a great time to be a novice (making connections: 

#dhpoco #dhist #twitterstorians etc.) 

 

Mandate for undergrad education. Impetus behind, and 

shape of, IIT’s new undergrad DH curriculum 

 

Getting out from under the weight of Blackboard’s 

clunky, secretive content management 

 

Why digital humanities for undergrads? Examples of 

what I’ve done 

 

Bonus: something you can add to your syllabus *this* 

semester, in 5 minutes. 



“JUSTIFYING” THE HUMANITIES AT A TECH 

SCHOOL 
“Digital Humanities is the interdisciplinary study of traditional humanities subjects and 

concerns using digital technologies. The Digital Humanities major at IIT offers students a 

unique opportunity to combine humanistic inquiry in areas such as communication, 

history, language and linguistics, literature, and philosophy with a sophisticated skill set 

that is readily applicable to professional fields. Students majoring in Digital Humanities 

complete required courses that include training in research and writing skills as well as 

web and interactive design. Additionally, all students choose a traditional humanities 

specialization in history, literature, or philosophy; an in-major interdisciplinary 

specialization; and a minor concentration, enabling them to develop deeper topical 

knowledge while pursuing the subjects they find most interesting. The Digital Humanities 

curriculum at IIT cultivates critical thinking and communication skills along with a host of 

technical proficiencies.” 

“Specialization options include: Data and Analytics, Feminist Analysis, Information 

Architecture, Policy & Ethics, Science and Technology Studies. Digital Humanities majors 

complete 5 courses in one of these areas as part of their degree requirements. “ 



WHAT MAKES A DIGITAL HUMANIST? 

Can we make  

digital humanists  

of our undergrads? 

       Should we?  

      (Is it worthwhile?) 

 

 

        YES. 



WHAT MAKES A DIGITAL HUMANIST? 

What’s the line  

between a humanist  

who uses digital tools  

(as we all do) 

 

      And a Digital 
      Humanist? 

 

 



TOOL DESIGN VS. TOOL USE: CHANGES IN DH 

• Tool use (for cultural production) as 

end goal 

• Paradox of privileging tool 

designers/coders as “real” DH 

• Problems with above 

• Changing? 



I’D LIKE TO ARGUE: 

 Critical, informed users are becoming ever 
more central to the mission of DH (as opposed 
to designers)  

 and  

 teaching undergraduates with digital 
humanities tools can be approached in this 
spirit, particularly if you are integrating DH 
techniques into a course on a different topic. 



IF YOU ONLY HAVE A HAMMER… 



S.C.O.T. 

Social 

Construction 

Of  

Technology 
 

User-centric set of theories and explanations for technological 
change both today and in historical contexts. Not equally 
applicable to all situations! Works best with more modern, 
consumer-centric technologies, from the Model T to the PC. 







WIKIPEDIA’S “AMERICAN WOMEN NOVELISTS” 



#FBRAPE 





Free live-streamed archive of the conference is available 

at www.differentgames.org 

 

INCLUSIVITY THROUGH DESIGN & CRITIQUE (not mutually exclusive) 







CONGRUENT CONTENT MANAGEMNT:  

FROM BLACKBOARD TO WORDPRESS 

-Getting out from behind the “Great Wall of 
Blackboard” 

-Giving students more of a voice, and a stake, in public 
discourse (pros v. cons) 

-Lasting resource after semester ends 

-Room to collaborate (with other students in class, as 
well as faculty, staff, and interested parties outside 
the university) 

-Easy to use (Con: can be insecure) 

 



SAMPLE OF UNDERGRADUATE DH PROJECTS 
FROM INTERACTION, TO DISPLAY, TO DEEP WEB USE, TO 

COLLABORATIVE PRODUCTION 

Interaction (Let’s talk):  Blog post essays, STS Class, and History of Computing Class 

Response Paper or Essay 

 

Display (What form will it take?): Cruz Tovar’s Prezi and Cybernetic Revolutionaries 

Cartoon (got author’s attention) 

 

Deep Web Use (What new ideas will we talk about?): Carla Kundert’s IIT History Essay 

 

Collaborative Production/Reaching Out (What’s all this talking good for anyway?):  

Gender and Technological Change Class’s Bathroom Mapping Project 
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TAKING ADVANTAGE OF LOCAL DIGITIZED SOURCES 



Student 

assignment by 

Carla Kundert on 

transgender 

healthcare,  

Gender and 

Technological 

Change course 







IIT STATS:  

Roughly 7700 Students 

 

Our student body is diverse: more than 20% 
of our undergraduates come from other 
countries (44% if you count graduate 
students).  

 

We still struggle to attract and retain women 
students and faculty: overall we are 37% 
women, but our undergraduate student 
body is only 31% women, and less than 
22% of our full-time faculty are women.  



Space marginalizing women, trans, and 

genderqueer students, faculty, and staff 

Discuss Gender and Infrastructure assignment 

 



IIT CAMPUS  

MAP 



IIT GOOGLE  

MAP: 

CAMPUS  

BATHROOM  

FACILITIES 

BY GENDER 



BATHROOM MAPPING PROJECT 

In context of Gender and Technological Change (History) Class 

 How do technologies create gender, and also the reverse? 

 

We’ve studied the issues, what can we do? 

 -The personal is political  

 -IIT gender imbalance, rigid infrastructure reinforces it and creates new 

gender  problems 

 -Locate/Discuss problem and project, Research and Collect Data 

 -Display collaborative results which elucidate problem and offer possible 

solution 

 -Make connections with people who can help (#satechchi) 





Tweet 
and ye 
shall 
receive 



A fun exercise you can add to your syllabus right 

now, to help your students synthesize and 

distill difficult ideas using a tool that can be 

repurposed for a beginner’s “digital 

humanities” assignment: 





Comic by  

Pooja Agrawal, 

student in 

Science and 

Technology 

Studies (2013, 

IIT) 



Cartoon by  

Anthony Ludlam,  

a student in HIST 

380: Gender & 

Technological 

Change (2013, IIT) 



WHAT SOME OF MY COLLEAGUES ARE DOING 

Maureen Flanagan: class wikis as final projects 

(Collaboration) 

Margaret Power: digitization project working with limited 

resources (money, labor, skills) of PR Cultural Center 

(Problem Solving)  

Libby Hemphill: Twitter IPRO on political influence (Display 

and the Deep Web)  

Michael Davis: Ethics Center archive of Codes of Ethics in 

the Professions (Display) 



IIT DIGITAL HUMANITIES SPEAKER SERIES: 

STATE OF THE PRACTICE 
 

Fall lineup  (open to the public) 

 

September 11: Josh Honn (Northwestern) 

 

October 23: Carly Kocurek (IIT)  

 

November 20: Maureen Flanagan and Margaret Power (IIT) 



Thanks! 
 

mhicks1@iit.edu 
 

www.mariehicks.net 
 

@histoftech 
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